The Almost Impossible-- 

Searching and Finding Tournament Sites

Have you ever wondered about the logistics of staging a bridge tournament?  Or, do you 

just come to play and hopefully enjoy the experience?   Many of us take for granted the availability of tournaments, just as we do many of the things around us.  Let me give you an insight to tournament planning.  I have found it interesting, rewarding, challenging, frustrating, time-consuming and many other adverbs that might apply.  

Providing tournaments for the players is one of the most important responsibilities of the Board of Directors.  Different Board Members have different tournament tasks assigned to them.  One of my areas of responsibility is finding sites for each tournament that is offered by ACBL Unit 123, the “Chicago Unit”.  Sometimes this has been relatively easy, but not for the past almost two years.  Finding sites for our 2008 and beyond tournaments has been VERY frustrating and not too successful.  

So why not just go back to where we were before?  It is not just that easy.  A site where we historically paid $1200/day now wants $10,000/day.  NO, that is not a typographical error.

Some of our past sites have raised the site costs to dollar amounts way beyond our limited budget.  None of our 2008 tournaments (except Lake Geneva) will be in the same site as 2007 because of these increases.
Site size requirements obviously vary by tournament—from 2500sq.ft. to 15,000sq.ft.  Also, free parking is mandatory.  Accessibility from different parts of the Chicagoland area is a major consideration.  Location to nearby restaurants is a consideration.  Site cost is a MAJOR issue as it is one of the most significant expenses to the tournament.  Many of the sites do not allow for outside food or beverages-this impacts offering fruit to the players as hospitality.

To help in finding sites the local Convention & Visitors Bureaus in most of the Chicago area have been enlisted in our search.  They have contacted the sites within their areas with our tournament needs.  Those sites that have the space available have quoted costs of $5,000/day, $6,000/day, $28,500/week and many others in the same dollar ranges or even more.   One convention site even quoted a price that did not include the chairs—they would have to be rented.  When talking with some of the prospective sites, the contact persons have actually laughed at me when I told them what we could afford.   At least they wished me well on my quest. 

But the quest is not over!  We will continue to search for tournament sites and we will prevail.  If any of you know of a site, or have a contact with a site, that we can afford, do not hesitate to inform a Board Member or myself.  

To think I volunteered for this!

Tom Sucher

Chair, Unit 123 Site Committee

