     The Greater Milwaukee Bridge Association, (GMBA) pays for, among other things, our Sectional Tournaments, the Brewer Bridge Magazine, this great Web Site, the Unit Dinner/Awards Banquet, the Membership Directory, and the Yearly Calendar. Where does the GMBA get the funds to pay for the above goods and services?   Although one or two of the Sectional Tournaments make a small amount of money, the vast majority of the GMBA’s income is from the Christmas Regional Tournament held every other year in Lake Geneva. Thus, without this tournament’s profits you would lose all of the goods and services you have been receiving over the years.
     Why does this tournament make so much when the others do not?  It is because Marilyn Charlson has negotiated a fantastic deal with the hotel.  She gets a free playing site as well as free rooms for the directors and her staff.  The directors’ rooms alone would cost GMBA several thousand dollars if this perk was not included in the contract.
A comparable playing site (the size of The Forum at Lake Geneva) would also cost thousands to rent for a 6 day period.  If anyone could find a Milwaukee site that would include 10 or 12 free rooms and a ballroom the size of The Forum, then, and only then, should we talk about moving the Regional to Milwaukee.  So, start hunting. (Also be prepared to entertain the hotel’s decision makers at your home every year.) 

     One more thing to think about is attendance.  It is true GMBA members do not like to drive the 40 or 50 miles to Lake Geneva, but the Madison players are closer to Lake Geneva.  Also the Chicago players are closer to Lake Geneva.  I think attendance could possibly go down if the tournament was moved, and that would also cut into the profits.

Michele Foran
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