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East opened a strong notrump.  I bid 2C capp. showing a long suit and corrected partner’s 2D inquiry to the final contract of 2S.

West lead the queen of clubs which held and shifted to a heart and I ruffed the third round of hearts low since west could only overruff if East had opened 1N with 6 hearts.  I ducked the second round of clubs to East’s Ace and East exited with a diamond to dummy’s king.  I ran the spade 10 and tried the king of clubs but East ruffed and still had a spade trick coming.  I lost 2 clubs, 2 hearts, a diamond and trump for down one.
I needed to be able to take 2 trump finesses and remain in dummy to lead the king of clubs. This means I should have ruffed the third round of hearts with a middle spade (queen, jack nine or seven).  Since West’s singleton is the eight, I could then run the ten and then 6 of spades staying in dummy to lead the king of clubs.

This required west to have the singleton eight of spades and East the doubleton ace of clubs, but there was no risk in trying it, only a failure to visualize.

-Dave Schudson

