MINUTES OF THE GMBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2011

MILWAUKEE BRIDGE CENTER

MILWAUKEE, WI

The meeting was called to order at 8:45 a.m by President John Pereles.  The following members were in attendance:

Tobey Belmont

Irene Bolton

Wes Burzynski

Marilyn Charlson
Maxine Cohn

Pat Cosgrove

Jerry Duckler

Norm Heinitz

Henry Kensler

Lynette Koski

Nancy Mandel

Meredith Mattison

Yvette Neary

John Pereles

Dave Secondino

David Spicuzza

Peter Wilke

Nancy Wilkinson

John Stimson was also in attendance as Tournament Committee chairman.

John Stimson presented the projections for the tournament which involves possibly moving the 2013 Regional Tournament at Lake Geneva Hotel From December of 2012 to Milwaukee in August 2013 as a split regional with WUMBA.
Copies of this comprehensive study were passed out to everyone

at the meeting to study.  His report suggested the Wyndham Hotel and Convention Center for our tournament site.  The dates being considered are Monday, August 19, 2013 to Monday, August 26, 2013.  Some items he mentioned were:
1.  Costs were compared, including room rates for staff and guests.   Also amenities, parking, food pricing, set up and tear down  fee were discussed. 
2.  The hotel is agreeable to long term planning and scheduling for future dates.  John felt, after a thorough search, the Wyndham is probably the most suitable location. 

3.  WUMBA voted to pass having a split regional.  A discussion followed regarding the tournament finances.  WUMBA voted to keep all monies for both participants separate.  This would be amenable to us also.
Discussions were held concerning items for this tournament site.

Peter suggested some mutual advertising with Potawatomi Casino as an incentive.

Lynette stated that WUMBA has more to gain from joining us.  They can now have a regional yearly and with that there would be a financial gain for them.  
Also, it was noted that ACBL will help draw a contract so that neither party can have a change of minds.  There is also a clause that these regionals cannot be dissolved by the district.

Marilyn Charlson stated that a Milwaukee tournament will not  be successful as long as the local games continue to hold games  on those days.  We need some agreement from these clubs to refrain from running games.

John Stimson  questioned whether the chairman of this tournament would continue.  Marilyn was asked and she said she would attempt to run this tournament the 1st year with help and probably a co-chairman.

John Stimson announced that the Wyndham is going through bankruptcy and is in foreclosure.   However, he did not believe this should be a problem.

As our discussion continued,  John Stimson said the advantage of being near the airport and the fact that the size is crucial - Wyndham is also a convention center - adequate for our needs, including parking, etc.  

Peter suggested the option of compensating Marilyn Charlson for the extra work involved in planning a tournament as large as this.   Marilyn said she would not accept cash, but there might be other remunerations.  This was tabled.

John Pereles mentioned that our bridge group is aging,  however  snowbirds are still here in August which might help our attendance which it also important.  
John Stimson pleaded that the board make a final decision so that we can go ahead and plan whatever is necessary to begin our future plans for this tournament. 
A motion was made by Nancy Wilkinson that we have a split regional with WUMBA in August, 2013 and 2014.   Dave Secondino seconded the motion.   A written  vote was taken  and this motion was passed (14 to 3).

Wes Burzinski made a motion to authorize a committee to negotiate a preliminary contract.  Yvette Neary seconded the motion.    The committee will consist of John Pereles, Marilyn Charlson, Lynette Koski and Irene Bolton.

Hank Kensler made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:05.

Respectfully submitted

Maxine Cohn

