
MINUTES OF GMBA BOARD MEETING

Friday, April 8, 2011

South Hills Country Club

Franksville, WI

President John Pereles called the meeting to order at 5:25 p.m.  The following board members were in attendance at the meeting:

Marlene Backus

Tobey Belmont
    
Irene Bolton

Marilyn Charlson
 
Pat Cosgrove
     

Jerry Duckler

Norm Heinitz

Hank Kensler 
    

 Lynette Koski

Nancy Mandel

Meredith Mattison   
 
Yvette Neary

John Pereles

Dave Secondino
     
David Spicuzza

Peter Wilke

Minutes of February 12 board meeting and the February 27 annual meeting were presented.  Lynette moved to accept the minutes if the February 12th meeting and Marilyn seconded.  The motion carried.   Tobey moved to accept the minutes of the annual meeting minutes and Jerry seconded.  The motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Norm Heinitz presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The checking account presently has a balance of $26,538.34.   He reported that the Unit Dinner made a profit of $306.25 and the Valentine Section lost $125.24.  

Marilyn made a motion to accept the report and Dave Secondino seconded.  A vote was taken and the report was accepted.

OLD BUSINESS

Marilyn suggested we do something for members attending the Unit Dinner.  Perhaps we could solicit donations to subsidize the event to lower the cost.  A more centralized site was also suggested. John said we would talk to Steve Picus about the suggestions presented.

John Pereles reported that John Stimson hopes to be able to submit a report on possible changes to the date and location of the Unit 222 Regional at the board meeting schedule during the Pewaukee sectional in late July.

NEW BUSINESS

John Pereles informed the board that Rich Gronquist has resigned from the board because of health reasons.  John will look into appointing a replacement. 

There was a discussion about the email sent to board members on April 4 by Bob Marheine regarding information posted on the Unit 222 website.  Lynette, Tobey, and John Pereles volunteer to form a committee to look into the concerns mentioned in the email.  

John Pereles brought up the subject of the free entry fees at sectionals offered to the officers of the board and the Brewer Bridge Editor.  Following the discussion, no action was taken.

Hank reported that tournament players have complained about the condition of the playing cards used at the tournaments.   Peter said that Dave Wollman replaces six dozen decks at each tournament.   In this process, soon all of the “large print” decks and old decks will be replaced.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

IN REPORT

Lynette reported that postcards were sent to all 299ers with directions and schedules for the Racine tournament, as well as a reminder for the upcoming Spring Regional, with half-price entry fees.  Unfortunately, the cards indicated that the Racine 299er event started at 9:30 a.m. while the published flyer said 9 a.m.  It was decided that the 299er game would be changed to 9:30 to accommodate those who received the postcards.  In addition, the District 13 IN newsletter editor, Suzi Subeck, asked for a copy of the postcard to mail to the 299ers in the Chicago and WUMBA units. Lynette will report on the number of tables for the Racine tournament at the summer tournament board meeting.

There was a discussion about having speakers at tournaments for IN players.  The board had previously approved reducing the entry fee for IN players, but it is up to the event chairperson to decide to do so or not.

MEMBERSHIP

Yvette reported that as of April 1 we have 592 members in our unit.  Letters and New Member packets have been sent out to five people from the March ACBL report as follows: three from the Milwaukee area, one in Waukesha, and one in Racine.  On the April report there is one new member in Mequon who will be sent out the welcome packet.

On the March report, four non-life masters were reported to have changed to inactive status.  Two of these are from the Waukesha area and two from Milwaukee.  The April report has six inactive people; two from the Waukesha area and four from Milwaukee.  Committee members have been calling these people to encourage them to continue their membership.  Contact has been made with three people so far this year, none of whom are renewing at this time.

Education Committee

Kathy Lucas reported that the committee held a meeting on February 17.  A free Bridge Summer Camp (for ages 10-14) is planned for August 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 11, and 12 at the Bridge Center.  Yvette will teach the class.  The biggest challenge is to get the word out and to get youth interested.  Fliers were distributed at all bridge games and announcements have been made.  It was also published in Brewer Bridge.  If board members have suggestions on other avenues of publicity, please let Kathy know.

There was a wonderful opportunity to be part of the Cedarburg Summer Enrichment Program but they required that we have a licensed State of Wisconsin teacher.  Since one could not be found in time to meet their deadline, the committee will look into this program for next summer.

Yvette is contacting the Jewish Community Center, Marlene Backus the New Berlin Rec Center, Sue Radichel the Oconomowoc YMCA, and Kathy Lucas the Milwaukee YMCA on Green Bay Road.  If any board member knows of a school opportunity for the next school year or any other places, please let Kathy know.

Yvette reported that the Mequon Rec department contacted her about adding a class to teach bridge to youth on their fall schedule
Yvette passed around a news article about an Eagle Scout from the WMBA area who was giving bridge classes to students.  She also shared some flyers being used by WMBA to promote bridge to families and students.

PUBLICITY

The spring issue of Brewer Bridge was mailed at the end of March in order to make information available about the Racine tournament prior to the April 8 start date.

John Pereles read a statement about the email he sent to board members regarding zero tolerance.  

Lynette moved to adjourn the meeting and Dave Secondino seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 
Meredith Mattison

April 17, 2011
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