ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

Greater Milwaukee Bridge Association – Unit 222

February 27, 2011

Hilton Garden Inn

The following board members were in attendance:

Marlene Backus

Tobey Belmont
  Irene Bolton

Marilyn Charlson

Jerry Duckler
  
  Norm Heinitz

Janet Holmes

Henry Kensler
  Nancy Mandel

Meredith Mattison

Yvette Neary
  
  John Pereles

David Spicuzza

Peter Wilke
 
   Nancy Wilkinson

Master of Ceremonies, Gabriel Tawil welcomed everyone and recognized the members of the board.  He introduced President, John Pereles.

John welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  He gave a State of the Unit Report.  He announced that John Stimson and his committee will research and gather information regarding possible changes to the regional tournament site and event time of the year.  The expectation is for the board to have the information needed to make a decision this fall regarding the 2014 Regional.

He announced the Valentine tournament attendance was down and  we will  be researching ways to increase attendance.  Some ideas to increase attendance were increasing the tournament from 3 to 4 days and eliminating the evening sessions and possible changing the Sunday Swiss event to a bracketed Swiss.

Norm Heinitz presented the treasurer’s report and said there was a balance of $32,759.51; however, the expenses from the Regional tournament were not paid so that left $26,533.78 in the check book in mid January.

John apologized because he was not aware that it was required to have hand copies of the financial statements at the meeting; however, the financial statement can be viewed on the Unit 222 website and anyone who wanted a printed copy should give their name and address to Norm Heinitz and he will send them a printed copy.  A discussion followed.  Rick Murray asked if any of the tournaments lost money and Norm acknowledged that some did.  Sandy Palmer explained that the Unit has a large number of administrative expenses.  John Stimson made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and it was seconded by Mike Wierzbicki.

Gabriel introduced the tournament chairs, the Brewer Bridge editor, the club managers and the outgoing board members.

Rank advancement awards and trophy winners were recognized and three special awards were presented:

Winnie Lawrie Service Award winner:  Sandy Palmer

Judith Schudson Goodwill Award winner:  Marilyn Charlson

Bernice Larson Lifetime Achievement Award winner:  Norman Heinitz

The Mini-McKenney and Ace of Clubs winners were recognized.  A complete list of all those who received rank advancements and awards will be published in the upcoming issue of Brewer Bridge.

Steve Picus read the names of our members who have passed away during the past year.

The date of the next Annual Meeting is February 26, 2012

John acknowledged the work Yvette Neary did as past president for the unit and bridge community with a small token of our appreciation.  He thanked Gabriel for emceeing the event and thanked Steve Picus for chairing the event and asked for a round of applause.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

Irene Bolton for

Maxine Cohn, Sec.

